
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

     Historic, picturesque, and unspoiled, Tarpon Springs is composed Of delightful 
residential areas, clustered around beautiful saltwater bayous and other waterways. The 
community is a mixture of new subdivisions and graceful old mansions. There is plenty to 
see and do, from the world famous Sponge Docks to deep sea fishing, from antique 
shops in the historic downtown area to championship golf, from walking around Spring 
Bayou to watching the sunset on the Gulf of Mexico.  

     The community is permanently enriched by the Mediterranean heritage brought at the 
turn of the century by Greek sponge divers and their families. The feast of Epiphany on 
January 6th, the largest such celebration in the U.S., attracts spectators from all over the 
country.  

     With approximately 15 restaurants and more than 100 shops, the Sponge Docks offer 
something of interest for everyone. You can take a leisurely sightseeing cruise down the 
Anclote River, enjoy a lunch or dinner cruise to the Gulf or experience a live, sponge 
diving exhibition You can also visit the 120,000 gallon salt water aquarium, tour the 
sponge museum, or go deep sea fishing.  

     A mile south of the Sponge Docks is downtown Tarpon Springs, which is listed in The 
National Register of Historic Places. A mixture of antique shops, art galleries, specialty 
shops, and restaurants, this area is the vibrant center of the city. Also in this area is the 
Cultural Center, where a variety of exhibits, concerts, and programs are held St. Nicholas 
Greek Orthodox Cathedral, a replica of St. Sophia Cathedral in Constantinople, is open 
daily to visitors and worshipers. At the Universalist Church, the paintings of world-
renowned landscape artist George Imess, Jr. can be seen from October to May.  

     A four-star resort, quaint motels, Bed & Breakfasts, apartments and condominiums 
give the visitors a wide selection of accommodations.   

     Whether you wish to sample Greek cuisine, or desire fresh seafood, a deli sandwich, 
Coq au Vin, or Afternoon Tea, Tarpon Springs offers something to tempt everyone.  

 
 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Tarpon Springs was incorporated as a city in 1887. The community first settled there in 1882. The city is 
named for the tarpon, a fish that is found in abundance off the coast. Many Greek immigrants came here 
after 1905 to continue their traditional trade of sponge diving. The Epiphany ceremony, an old Greek 
Orthodox rite, is a colorful event that is held on January 6th. Tarpon Springs is a part of Pinellas County, 
which is located in west-central Florida, on the Gulf of Mexico. 

 

 
 

 

The early sponge industry created a need for eating places at the Docks for the boat crews. Soon, as 
news of this unusual industry spread, people began to come to the Docks to see the sponges.  Shops 
opened so that the tourists could purchase sponges and other souvenirs.   The tourism industry 
blossomed in Tarpon Springs. Some of the original shops remain at the Docks today, owned by the same 
families that started them.   Through the years more shops have opened, putting the number at well over 
100 today. There are approximately fifteen restaurants in the Sponge Docks area, several of them 
internationally known. 

 

Visitors to the Sponge Docks can shop, eat, take cruises down the Anclote River to the Gulf of Mexico, go 
deep-sea fishing, visit a saltwater aquarium, see a movie depicting the sponge industry. 

 



 

Other places to visit in Tarpon Springs include Tarpon Avenue, part of the National Main Street program, 
with its antique shops and artists' galleries. 

The Cultural Center on South Pinellas Avenue provides art exhibits in its museum and walking/bus tours 
of the city. 

At the Universalist Church on Grand Boulevard the paintings of George Inness, Jr., a world-renowned 
artist who made his home here, can be seen from October to May. 

St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox Cathedral, a replica of St. Sophia Cathedral in Constantinople, is open daily 
to visitors and worshippers.   The Shrine of St. Michael, a small chapel built by a Greek family in thanks 
for the miraculous cure of their young son, is open daily. 

The City Library, on Lemon St., with its collection of 85,000 print and nonprint materials for adults and 
children, is a member of the Pinellas Public Library Cooperative, allowing access to holdings of its 
fourteen member libraries.   Access to libraries outside the Cooperative is available through interlibrary 
loan.  The Tarpon Springs Library is completely automated and has special collections of maritime, 
business, and genealogical resources. 

 

 
 

Tarpon Springs is known as "the sponge capital of the 
world". In the 1930s, the sponge industry of Tarpon 
Springs was very prosperous, bringing in millions of 
dollars of sponges yearly. But in the 1940s, the sea 
sponge beds were contaminated and destroyed by 
bacteria, which led to a decline in the natural sponge 
indurstry. The industry was revived in the 1980s when 
healthy sea sponges were found. Now Tarpon Springs 
is back to being a leader in the world's natural sponge 
market. 
All aspects of the sponge industry take place in Tarpon 
Springs, from the harvesting of the sponge, all the way 
to the auctions that are held weekly at the Sponge 
Docks for the wholesalers.  

 

  

 
 

  
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 
 

Sunset Beach  at the west end of Gulf Road is a favorite with locals for picnics, swimming, and boat 
launching. It has barbeque grills, sheltered picnic tables, bicycle stands and public restrooms. Hours are 
from sunrise until 10:00 p.m. (942-5610) 

 

Fred Howard Park , west of Florida Avenue, is a 150 - acre county park with a mile-long causeway 
connecting the offshore swimming area and the mainland. This beautiful park is open from 7 a.m. until 
sunset and offers barbeque grills, sheltered pavilions, children's playgrounds, fishing, windsurfing, public 
restrooms, and beach showers. (943-4081) 

 

A.L. Anderson Park , a county-owned 128 - acre park on Lake Tarpon, has picnic facilities, barbeque 
grills, fishing, boat access to the lake and a nature trail. Hours are 7 a.m. to sunset. (943-4085) 

Highland Nature Park , owned by the City of Tarpon Springs, is a small park focusing on natural Florida 
foliage. 

There are several playgrounds - Rotary Park, Craig Park, Dorsett Park, Sisler Field , and Riverside 
Park - with facilities for softball, baseball, volleyball, soccer, basketball, shuffleboard, tennis, and 
children's play areas. Several golf courses are located in town and in the surrounding areas. The City 
Recreation Department offers a variety of pastimes. 

Winding through the town is the Pinellas Trail  which extends from St. Petersburg to Tarpon Springs. This 
trail is used by bicyclists, joggers, skaters, and walkers. 
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Tarpon Springs Elementary 525 North Disston Ave. (727)943-5500 

Sunset Hills Elementary 1513 Gulf Road (727)943-5523 

Tarpon Springs Fundamental Elementary 400 East Harrison St. (727)943-5508 

Tarpon Springs 

 Middle School 
501 North Florida Ave. (727)943-5511 

Tarpon Springs High School 1411 Gulf Rd. (727)943-4900  

   

St. Petersburg College 600 Klosterman Rd. (727)791-2400 

   

East Lake High School 1300 Silver Eagle Dr (727)942-5419 

 

Pinellas County School System Information (727)586-1818 

School Zoning/Pupil Assignment (727)586-1818 

Volunteer Services (727)586-1818 

 



 
 

Registering Your Children for School 
Only new students - kindergartners, children not previously enrolled in a Pinellas County school or 
those who are changing schools because they've moved - need to register. Schools are open for 
registration during regular hours. Call your zoned school for information. Call (727)588-6210 to find 
out the zoned school from your address. 
The following items are needed for registration in Pinellas County: 
 
Declaration of domicile. This is required of parents/guardians who have not lived in Florida for at least 
a year before enrolling their child, are not in the military or have not purchased a residence in Pinellas 
County. The declaration costs $13 and is available at: 

Clearwater Courthouse 
315 Court St. 
(727)464-3204 

Pinellas County 
Court Services 
29582 US Hwy. 19 North 
Clearwater 
(727)464-4924 

St. Petersburg Courthouse 
545 First Ave. North 
(727)582-7771 

Birth certificate or other proof of date of birth. A child must be five years old on or before Sept. 1 for 
kindergarten. 
Florida certification of immunization. 
Physical examination certificate signed by a licensed examiner within the 12 months before 
enrollment/registration. 
Proof of residency. A utility bill (Florida Power, GTE, water) or rental lease. 
Child's social security number.  
Child's most recent report card, including the school's address/phone number. 

 
Automobile Registration 
Newcomers to Pinellas County must acquire a Florida tag with 10 days of reporting for work, 
registering children in school, or registering to vote. 
To register your vehicle, you will need: 
Verification of your vehicle's identification number and odometer reading.  
Title to the vehicle (or name and address of lien holder). 
Vehicle registration; Proof of insurance (Personal Injury Protection and Property Damage insurance). 
Vehicle registration fees average $180.00 
For more information, contact: 
 
North County 
Tax Collectors Office 
29399 U.S. 19 North 
Clearwater, FL 34615 
(727)464-8720 

 
Drivers License 
New residents from other states must secure a driver's license within 30 days of establishing 
residency. With a valid license from another state, you need only pass a vision test, give your Social 
Security number and pay a small fee. Other qualifications apply for first-time applicants and first-time 
applicants under age 18. The license is subject to a $19 fee for first-time drivers ($15 for renewals) 
and expires at midnight every four years on the driver's birth date. 
 
 



Pinellas County 
License Office 
743 S. Pinellas Ave. 
Tarpon Springs, FL 34689 
(727)562-3262 

 
Automobile Insurance 
Under Florida's no-fault law, if anyone is injured in an accident, your insurance company pays your 
expenses, regardless of who is charged with the accident. Other laws worth noting: Full headlights 
must be turned on during the rain, fog or other distortions of vision. Seat belts must be worn at all 
times by all front-seat passengers. All children under age four must be in a child-restraint seat. Right 
turns are allowed (unless specifically prohibited) after coming to a complete stop at stop lights. Left 
turns from one-way streets to one-way streets are allowed unless specifically prohibited. Bicyclists 
must abide by the same rules of the road as drivers of motor vehicles.  

 
Title Certificate 
Because Florida is a title state, you must obtain a Florida title Certificate for vehicles and boats. The 
County Tax Collector's office submits and application to the State for a Florida title when you apply for 
your vehicle tags or boat registration. The Florida Title Certificate is then mailed to you once the title 
information has been processed. Any liens or chattel mortgages on vehicles and boats are noted on 
the certificate.  

 
Taxes 
The state of Florida does not impose a personal income tax. Property taxes fall under the Homestead 
Exemption provision. In Tarpon Springs, occupational license fees are collected from most 
businesses, professionals and enterprises. 

 
Homestead Exemption 
Florida property owners who reside in their homes are entitled to a homestead exemption of up to 
$25,000 on that property's assessment. The 1999 application filing period goes through March 1, 
1999. Residents must file in person. The most convenient filing location for Tarpon Springs is: 
 
Property Appraiser's Office 
North County Branch Office 
29269 U.S. 19 North, 
Clearwater, FL 34621, 
(727)464-8780. 
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Cable Television  

Bright House  727-329-2000  

Knology 866-745-3685 

Verizon Americast  800-483-8433 

City Administration  

City Clerk  727-942-5614 

City Hall  727-938-3711 

City Manager  727-942-3590 

Mayor/ Commissioners 727-942-3590 

City Departments  
City of Tarpon Springs • P.O. Box 5004 
Tarpon Springs, FL 34689 

Building 727-942-5604 

Code Enforcement  727-937-0017 

Cops & Kids  727-934-4800 

Cultural Center  727-942-5605 

Driver's License  727-562-3262 

Engineering 727-942-5608 

Finance/Billing 727-942-5612 

Fire Administration  727-938-3737 

Harbor Master/ City Marina  727-937-9165 

Job Line  727-942-5602 

Library 727-943-4922 

Performing Arts  727-938-1915 

Pinellas County 
Commissioners Office  

727-464-3377 

Pinellas County 
Elections Department  

727-464-3551 

 



 

Planning/ Zoning 727-942-5611 

Police Administration 727-938-2849 

Post Office 727-937-2207 

Public Services 727-942-5606 

Purchasing 727-942-5615 

Recreation 727-942-5628 

School Registration 727-588-6210 

State Representative 
District 48, Peter Nehr 

727-943-4880 

State Senator 
District 11, Mike Fasano 

727-848-5885 

State Representative 
District 49, Tom Anderson 

727-943-4760 

Telephone 

Bright House Networks, LLC. 727-329-5020 

Knology 866-745-3685 

Verizon Florida, Inc. 800-483-4000 

Title Certificates 

U.S. Representative 
District 9, Gus Bilirakis 

727-773-2871 

U.S. Senator Bill Nelson 850-942-8415 

Utilities 

Progress Energy 727-443-2641 

Utilities/Maintenance 727-942-5607 

Utilities Customer Service 727-942-5609 

City of Tarpon Springs provides water, sewer and ga rbage services 

Utilities-Pinellas County 727-464-4000 

County Tax Collector's Main Office 727-464-7777 

Wastewater Treament Plant 727-942-5616 

 

 



Climate - Tarpon Springs - Florida  
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